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Calendar
Membership Meeting, October 17, 2020, 10:00 AM

ZOOM https://zoom.us/j/93034341272?
pwd=QjE4NFV4L0xQTlNlWHlzNnVRVkx1QT09
Meeting ID: 930 3434 1272 Passcode: t24s4d
Agenda
Welcome and comments
Minutes
Treasurer
Board Meeting Update
Program:
“The Wildflowers of Hatcher Pass” by Jaime
Rodriguez
Adjourn
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From Our
President,
Florene
Carney
I am excited about the upcoming meeting and the plans your
Executive Board is making for
the coming year! It is a trying
time and we miss getting to
see everyone in a regular
meeting but the Board has
committed to a YES WE CAN
attitude and are adjusting the
programs so that we can do
them on Zoom or in an outdoor setting so that we can
socially distance. The Board
voted to have no dues for 2021
due to the fact that folks didn’t
really get their moneys worth
in 2020! New members will
be assessed the regular $15
and added to the membership
list. We are looking at doing
virtual tours of member gardens, including the Rock Garden at ABG. We plan to add
those to our WEB site so that
members can view them at
their leisure. Several of our
speakers are adjusting their
programs to be able to present
them on ZOOM – we are going to adjust to the situation
and who knows maybe this
will be better for all of us. I
hope that you will join us on
Saturday the 17th at 10:00 on
Zoom. Just click on the Join
the Meeting that is under the
Agenda. Sometimes it takes a
minute or two to get on, so be
patient, it really does work
well.
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2020 Seed Exchange
Debbie Hinchey
The 2020 Seed Exchange is an opportunity to share
special plants at a small fraction of the cost of a
potted one. Though plants of small stature suitable
for the rock garden is desired by some, the rest of
us grow perennials of all sizes so their seeds are
welcomed. Even ordinary seed of ordinary garden
plants will be welcomed, if it is not a weed. The
demand for ordinary is not as high, but who knows,
it may be just what someone with a new garden
wants. Cleaned (or mostly cleaned) seeds are preferred but uncleaned will not turn away. All seeds
need to be clearly marked (with genus and species
and cultivar name) in paper bags or paper envelopes. The envelopes used can be recycled mailing
envelopes with all the details written on the outside. Including details about the plants growth habit and characteristics are informative and will be
added to the descriptions published later.
Ideally the seed will be arriving soon so that I can
advertise the selection and get them to people by
the end of the year so that they can be sown and
get the required cold stratification for spring 2021
germination. My home mailing address is :
ARGS Seed Exchange
C/o Debbie Hinchey
1474 Virginia Court,
Anchorage, AK 99501-4928.
Seeds can be mailed or dropped off at my house.
Seeds that are mailed should be padded if there is a
chance that they can be crushed by the postal mail
sorting machines. When seeds cannot go thought
the sorting machine a higher (by about three times)
postage rate is required. I would appreciate knowing they are coming as soon as you know and how
they will get here.
Debbie Hinchey, dhinchey@alaskan.com
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NARGS ROCKS:
Troughs Coast to Coast:
Celebrating Gardens with Rock
Plants in Containers,
a Virtual Study Day.
November 14th, 6 PM Alaska
The North American Rock Garden Society
[NARGS] will present Troughs Coast to Coast: Celebrating Gardens with Rock Plants in Containers, a
virtual International Study Day, on November 14th
at 2 PM EST. The cost is $25 for NARGS members;
and $50 (which includes the pleasure of joining
NARGS) for nonmembers. [nargs.org]
Troughs Coast to Coast is being held as a live online
Zoom event but your ticket will allow you to view
the event later or revisit any part of it any number of
times. Presentations on how to build, plant, and display troughs will be made by horticultural authorities
from disparate gardens as that from the roof of the
NYC Rockefeller Center, the (Tilden Park) Regional
Parks Botanic Garden (Berkeley, CA), the Millstream Garden Award 2020 recipient and Philadelphia Flower Show medalist, and the Denver Botanic
Gardens. Plus design, plant choice and care at
Wrightman’s Nursery. [ nargs.org ]
Beyond their uses for alpines and rock plants,
troughs provide a space to grow and display miniature or diminutive plants (without losing them), and
to provide finicky plants with specialized conditions.
Troughs provide a space to garden and/or can make a
difficult site more hospitable. Perhaps you have the
urge to create miniature landscapes and gardens with
plants, rocks, bonsai and found objects. There are no
trough police.
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Alaska Rock Garden Society
Executive Board Meeting - ZOOM
NOTES
Sept 17, 2020 Alaska Rock Garden Society – Executive Board Meeting
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Past President:
Program Chair:
Newsletter & Crevice Editor:
Website Coordinators:
Membership Chair:
Palmer Visitor Ctr Chair:
Library Chair:
Aline Strutz Award Chair
Sunshine Committee Chair
Seed Exchange Co-Chairs:

Florene Carney
Present
Dorte Mobley
Present
Jamie Smith
Present
Madge Oswald
Present
Carmel Tysver
Absent
Dorte Mobley
Present
Charles Utermohle Present
Carmel Tysver
Absent
Florene Carney
Present
Gina Docherty
Present
Gina Docherty
Present
Jaime Rodriguez Present
Kathy Swick
Absent
Jerry McEwen
Absent
Dorte Mobley
Present
Debbie Hinchey
Absent
Carmel Tysver
Absent

This was ARGS first Executive Board Meeting via ZOOM. What fun! If nothing else COVID19 has forced us to learn more technology! After a few technical issues were resolved, Florene Carney called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm.
In order to save time, Jamie Smith read thru the Agenda from the March 5, 2020 Executive
Board Meeting. We realized much of what we’d planned to do thru the Summer and into Fall
were not capable of happening due to COVID-19 mandates. It was decided we would carry
plans forward in hopes of fulfilling those plans in the future.
Madge Oswald read the Treasurer’s Report. As of August 31, 2020 we had a Balance of
$8242.93 in the account. Madge will email a detailed account covering Jan 31, 2020 thru August 31, 2020 to all Exec Board Members.
Madge suggested we not put out a new Yearbook for 2021 for a couple reasons. First, the expense. COVID-19 mandates have prevented us from having fund raisers such as plant sales
and guest speakers so we’ve had little income other than Membership Dues. Also, many of the
programs listed in the 2020 Yearbook will be carried forward into 2020-2021. All agreed
with Madge’s points and agreed to table the 2021 Yearbook discussion for now.
Gina Docherty reported we have 55-60 current members. Jaime Rodriguez and Jamie Smith
both reported several potential members have requested to join ARGS Face Book page.
(Jamie Smith said she’d get her list to Gina and Jaime as soon as possible.) Jaime suggested
we reach out to these people to ask if they’d be interesting becoming members of ARGS as a
way to increase our membership.
Membership Meetings: Florene brought up the question of Membership Meetings during
COVID-19. Did we think it possible to have them thru ZOOM? Jaime said he knows several
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ZOOM ‘tricks’ we could use such as tutorials, speakers, slide presentations, etc. Programs covering various subjects are available for free thru NARGS so that’s another possibility. After
further discussion, the motion was made, seconded, and approved to try the October 17 th
Membership Meeting over ZOOM as a trial run. Charles Utermohle will put out the information
to the Membership via ‘The Crevice’. Information will be posted on Face Book PLUS ARGS website. A reminder will be send via email the night before the meeting.
Jaime Rodriguez suggested we do a trial ZOOM run BEFORE the actual meeting on the 17 th.
The dates for the Test Runs are October 3rd and October 10th at 10:00 to 10:30am.
Kathy Swick commented she thought all the programs listed in the 2020 Yearbook should be
held over until 2021. Response was that we would try to do as many as possible as they are already scheduled. Those speakers / presenters who are unable to do their particular program
this year will be asked if they would be included in the 2021 program.
Madge Oswald suggested we have a back-up in case Marilyn Barker isn’t available to give her
presentation on October 17th. Jaime will locate a NARGS program we can use.
Dorte made the motion we NOT advertise Membership Meetings in local media. We’ll do them
as ‘Members only’ until we can get this ZOOM figured out for presentations, etc. I seconded
the motion. Vote was UNANIMOUS to hold the meetings for Members only.
NEXT BOARD MEETING: FRIDAY (?) OCTOBER 9TH AT 1:00PM

ZOOM

ELECTIONS: Florene asked if we should delay Elections until 2021. UNANIMOUS decision to hold the election process over until 2021. Zero opposed. Reason: Maintain continuity thru the current COVID-19 pandemic.
SEED EXCHANGE: We agreed to keep this year’s Seed Exchange to Members
only as we don’t have a lot of seeds. Jaime will check with NARGS about getting
some seeds from them, a list of all seeds available will be compiled then sent to
members with instructions to check which seeds they’re interested in, then mail
back the form. Orders will be filled on first come, first served basis. Details will
be worked out after all seeds are received by donors.
NEWSLETTER: Charles has agreed to do the Newsletter and The Crevice for
one more year. BUT people need to contribute more articles!!! Whether articles
are long or short doesn’t matter. Charles will fit them into the Newsletter as
space allows.
REPORT ON GARDENS:
ARGS’ ROCK GARDEN at the ALASKA BOTANICAL GARDEN:
Kathy Swick headed up the team to care for this garden. She found the soil is
‘getting exhausted’ in some areas and recommends the problem be addressed before too long. No funds were spent this year to maintain nor improve the Rock
Garden at ABG. Therefore, budgeted funds should be carried forward.
There was some confusion this Summer regarding whether the ARGS Rock Garden was to be maintained by the Alaska Botanical Garden staff or if ARGS members were in charge of the rock garden. Research found no plan had been laid out
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for care and maintenance of ARGS’ Rock Garden. Conversations with Mike Monterusso, ABG Executive Director, confirmed no plan was ‘on the books’ in their
offices either. It was noted that Kathy (last name?) has been helping with accession records for a few years, and that Madge Oswald and Verna Pratt were also
helping out with an accession plan. Further information will be researched, and
then a plan (accession agreement) would be drawn up detailing how the ARGS’
Rock Garden at the Alaska Botanical Garden will be managed in the future. This
accession agreement would be agreed upon by both parties prior to Spring 2021.
Jamie Smith asked if there was such a plan already in place for the Palmer Visitor Center or was it needed. Jaime Rodriguez responded that because of how the
Palmer Visitor Center is a small group working with the City of Palmer, there is no
need at this time to have a detailed plan. However, ARGS should be aware that
there may be a need for one in the future.
ARGS’ ROCK GARDENS at the PALMER VISITOR CENTER:
No funds were spent this year to neither maintain nor improve the PVC Rock Gardens. Alesha, the PVC horticulturist, had already purchased top cover for the
gardens, and plants were donated by Jaime Rodriguez. Recommended carrying
over this year’s budgeted funds into 2021.
Jaime said his team of volunteers finished the gardens at the PVC ahead of
schedule, and then took on the small rain garden near the main building entrance
at the UAF Experimental Farm in Palmer. The garden had been neglected for
quite some time, so the team weeded, divided, pulled out overgrown plants, and
added rocks supplied by Experimental Farm personnel. Dorte Mobley, one of the
volunteers on the project, provided Peonies from the Peony Club to add to the
ones already in the rain garden.
YEARBOOK: Florene – Do we do another yearbook or carry the 2020 programs
forward into 2021? (Again, COVID-19 has impacted ARGS 2020 schedule)
Madge: Hold off until maybe February 2021.
Gina: We can’t wait until February then have it out by March as creating the
Yearbook requires detailed planning.
The discussion / decision was tabled for now. However, speakers for 2020 will be
contacted to reaffirm they are able to go ahead with their planned presentation
this year.
BUDGET: Florene suggested we carry the 2020 budget over to 2021 as many of
our plans for 2020 had to be eliminated due to COVID-19. Suggestion passed
with UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.
Gina: Trough Booklets did not sell. Jaime suggested he could do his ‘Trough How
To Build’ program via ZOOM, then follow-up with Plants for Troughs’. After the
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programs offer the Trough books for sale for $10.00 each including postage. (we
still have 20 books.)
Jaime: Suggested we budget $150.00 for plants for each garden – Palmer Visitor
Center and ABG Rock Garden. Dorte suggested amendment that prior approval
will be needed BEFORE going over budgeted amount. If funds are spent without
prior approval, those monies would be considered a donation. Suggestion passed
with UNANIMOUS APPROVAL.
Fundraisers: Gina noted we need to be more creative with fund-raising. We will
only take in an estimated $600.00 from membership dues this year.
Suggestions:
Have more plant sales at homes since we’re losing some of our usual plant sale
venues due to COVID-19. The Valley currently has less restrictive COVID-19
mandates than Anchorage.

Check for places in Anchorage where we could use parking lots for sales. Benny
Benson location was mentioned due to its proximity to ABG. Will check for other
areas as well.
Dorte: Have a ‘Trough Show’ with smaller portable troughs could be set up for
display – or sale. Then have plants for sale as well.
Meeting was adjourned at 2:20.

This is YOUR rock garden society. The organizers and coordinators would like this society to be responsive to YOUR needs and
desires. What topics would YOU like to see
addressed in our monthly meetings? What
would YOU like to learn (more) about?
What speakers would YOU like to hear?
What program topics would draw YOU to a
meeting? Please address all comments, suggestions, requests, feedback, etc., to our program coordinator, Dorte Mobley, through
our president, Florene Carney, (907) 3765390; snowfire@mtaonline.net.

Palmer Visitor Information Center Rock Garden
by ARGS
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NARGS ROCKS: Trough Photo Contest
The Trough Photo Contest is now open for online entries. Prizes include a free NARGS membership for a year and a ticket to the November 14th Troughs Study Day. Submissions will be
accepted until November 7th. [https://woobox.com/kdfknp]

Anyone anywhere in the world may submit one entry to each of the three categories (3 photos
total):
Best Trough Photo,
Best Trough Design,
Best Use of Troughs in a Garden.
(Visitors will vote from all photos for a People's Choice!)
The Judges include:
Laura Caddy, Curator of the L.H. Lohbrunner Alpine Garden, Univ. of BC Botanical Garden.
Mike Kintgen, Curator of Alpine Collections at the Denver Botanic Gardens.
Matt Mattus, author of Mastering the Art of Flower Gardening.
Steve Newell, New Zealand Alpine Seed proprietor and frequent speaker.
Wiert Nieuman, plantsman and artisan from The Netherlands.
NARGS encourages the study and cultivation of a wide range of plants and garden forms and
welcomes both beginners and experts. Members receive access to publications, tours, videos,
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Rock Garden at Alaska Botanical Garden
Photos By Charles J. Utermohle

Summer maintenance by Kathy Swick.
Some troughs.
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Positions of
Responsibility

Vice-President/Program Chair: Dorte Mobley
Secretary : Jaimie Smith, (907) 376-7863;
topgun@mtaonline.net
Treasurer: Madge Oswald, (907) 345-5144;
johnmadge@chugach.net
Past President: Carmel Tysver
Membership: Gina Docherty
Newsletter Editor: Charles J. Utermohle, 5021
Southampton Dr., Anchorage, AK 99503-6964;
(907) 231-5460; thule@alaska.net
Seed Exchange: Debbie Hinchey
Librarian: Kathy Swick
Palmer Visitors Center Garden: Jaime
Rodriguez, (907) 357-2747;
jrtinker@mtaonline.net
ABG Rock Garden: Madge Oswald, (907) 3455144; johnmadge@chugach.net
Sunshine Committee: Dorte Mobley

WWW.AKROCKGARDENSOCIETY.ORG
Webmasters: Carmel Tysver, Florene Carney,
and Gina Docherty
ARGS is on FACEBOOK at:
https://www.facebook.com/alaskarockgardensociety/
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Welcome New Members!

President: Florene Carney, HC 31 Box 5212,
Wasilla, AK, 99654. (907) 376-5390; e-mail:
snowfire@mtaonline.net

October 2020

Join Us!

We have about six meetings per year, plus Plant
sales, Field Trips and a Seed Exchange. Our
meetings are generally on the third Saturday of the
month, Fall, Winter, and Spring, and rotate between
the Mat-Su Valley and Anchorage. To Join, and
receive this newsletter, send your name, address,
Phone number, e-mail address and a Check payable
to ARGS at 12001 Audubon Dr., Anchorage, AK
97516
or
on
the
web
at
https://
www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html
:
Individual Membership $15.00
Family Membership $20.00
Canada Membership: $20.00 US
Overseas Membership $20.00 US
Membership is for the calendar year and includes
all issues of the newsletter for that year. The
ARGS Newsletter is published 6 times per year.
We invite your contributions. Please contact
Charles Utermohle, ARGS Editor, at
thule@alaska.net or 907.231.5460.

Currently a Member?
Your membership is extended
through 2021!

ARGS Newsletter Dates
Feb/Mar issue
April/May Issue
Summer issue
Sept/Oct issue
Nov/Jan issue

Submission date
January 15
March 15
May 15
August 15
October 15

Distribution Date
February 1
April 1
June 1
September 1
November 1

The gardening life may be full of
sweet delights, but gardeners are
generally not hedonists.
Des Kennedy
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Join NARGS
If you are not already a member,
considering joining the North
American Rock Garden Society.
(NARGS) The “Rock Garden
Quarterly for Winter 2019/2020”
just came and it is pure eye candy.
Great articles on alpines, gardens,
and upcoming events. Go to
www.args.org/join and give yourself a gift that lasts all year.

Alaska Rock Garden Society
P.O. Box 3481
Palmer, AK 99645

Your
Article
Here
Send your story ideas to:
Charles J. Utermohle
5021 Southampton Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99503-6964
thule@alaska. net

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

