
w 

© Alaska Rock Garden Society 2024 
Unless otherwise specified, contents may be reproduced for non commercial purposes by crediting the author and ARGS. 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
Saturday, April 20, 1:00 PM  
VIA ZOOM 
Program:  LESSONS FROM 

EXPERIENCE, Practical 
Advice for Avoiding 
Problems in the Rock 
Garden—Presented by 
ARGS Board Members 

From the President: 
 
Much to my surprise, the sunshine on Sunday, April 7, 
2024 was enough to trigger the first flowers of this Spring 
in my back yard. A whole patch of Crocus are in full 
bloom!  
Today, Monday April 8, Eclipse Day for those on the other 
side of the continent, I received a large package of surplus 
seed leftover from the NARGS Seed Exchange.  
The four week long zoom class on Rock Gardening for the 
OLÈ Program has gone well. It finishes up on Tuesday, 
4/9/24, after which we will have four additional videos to 
figure out how to get onto our website. I'll be presenting 
my program on Rock Garden Construction to the Alaska 
Wildflower Garden Club on Thursday, April 11 at 
10:30am at Central Lutheran Church, 1420 Cordova St, 
Anchorage. Then, on Saturday 4/20/24 we will have a 
zoom meeting about the things we have learned during the 
past 26 years; mistakes we have made and how to correct 
them, important considerations about soil, moisture, & fer-
tilizer, plants to avoid or grow with caution, etc. May is 
coming like a freight train, and will include the plant sale 
and garden clean up at the Alaska Botanical Garden in An-
chorage on Saturday, May 11 from 10:00am to 4:00pm, 
and in the Valley on Saturday, May 25 at Snowfire Gar-
dens, 3379 Inlet Vista Circle, Wasilla. Rock Garden clean 
up at the Palmer Visitor's Center is yet to be scheduled, 

and will depend on how the thaw proceeds there. In the 
meantime, may your gardens have great survival, 
all your seeds germinate, and I look forward to 
seeing you soon. Happy gardening! 

 
Happy Gardening.  
Jaime  Rodriguez 
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Join ARGS for our April Program, on ZOOM!   
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Welcome new members: 
 
 
Joann Pfisterer 
  
Please let us know your updated email address so we can stay in touch! Membership for the Alaska Rock Gar-
den Society is for the calendar year. Renewal information can be obtained on the 
ARGS website at:   
 
https://www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html  
 
Annual memberships are just $15 for individuals and $20 for families.  ARGS 
strongly encourages use of on-line renewals by eliminating surcharges for using 
your credit card.  
 

Thanks to all members who have renewed their 
membership for 2024! 
If you know someone who may enjoy our club, please share sign up information or invite them as your guest 
to a club event.  

 

Do you recognize this plant? 

The mystery plant featured 
in this photo is growing in a 
pot. However, cultivation in 
Alaska of this native to the 
Dolomite Mountains has 
presented challenges that 
needed to be overcome.  
You can read about the nat-
ural history of this plant and 
the success ARGS Board 
member, Kathy Swick expe-
rienced beginning on Page 6 
of this newsletter.    

mailto:bonnief@gci.net?subject=ARG%20dues
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Alaska Rock Garden Society   

Spring Plant Sales May 11 & 25 

    Saturday, May 11, 10am-4pm             
at the Alaska Botanical Garden  

    Saturday, May 25,  9am-4pm   
         at Snowfire Garden, Wasilla  

  3379 S.Inlet Vista Circle (off Fairview Loop Rd )       

Plants for rock gardens, troughs, and perennial 
borders, herbs, exotic plants, and tools.  



ARGS Calendar of Activities and Meeting Dates for 2024 
 

*Society meetings are the third Saturday of the month. Dates for events and field trips are 
approximate and additional information will be sent to members. 

 
Saturday, January 20— General Membership Meeting, Jay Akerley, Rock Garden Microclimates  

— Sea to Sky 
 
Saturday, February 17—General Membership Meeting, Marilyn Barker, Plants of the Bering 

Glacier region 
 
Saturday, March 16 – General Membership Meeting, Jaime Rodriguez, Report on 2023 Seed Col-

lecting Expedition to Mt. Healy, and Rob Staniland, Light Weight Trough Planters  
 
Saturday, April 20 –General Membership Meeting, Panel Discussion “Coping With Challenges in 

the Rock Garden” - Presented by ARGS Board Members 
 
Saturday,  May 11   - Clean-up at ABG Rock Garden in Anchorage 
        May TBD          - Clean-up at Palmer Visitor Center Rock Garden 
        May 11    - ARGS Plant Sale at Alaska Botanical Garden 
        May 25    - ARGS Valley Plant Sale at Snowfire Gardens 
 
 June    Field Trip: Bird Creek, Turnagain Arm,  Bog Plants 
 
 July     Field Trip: April Bowl, Hatcher Pass, Bog Plants 
 
July    TBD Rock Garden Pop Up Visits  
 
August  Garden Art Fair in Palmer 
 
Saturday, September 21  -  General Membership Meeting   -  Plant Exchange and Social, Elks 

Hall,  Eagle River  
 
Saturday October 19  -  General Membership Meeting  - Nominations of Board Members  
 
Saturday November 16  -  General Membership Meeting  -  Elections of Board Members   
 
No General Membership Meetings are held  in December 
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Positions of 

Responsibility 

President: Jaime Rodriguez 
 
Vice-President:  Vacant 
 
Secretary : Dorte Mobley 
 
Treasurer:  Madge Oswald 
 
Past President:  Florene Carney 
 
Membership:  Charles Utermohle 
 
Programs:  Kathy Swick 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Bonnie Friedman 
 
Palmer Visitors Center Garden:  Jaime 
Rodriguez 
 
Librarian/ABG  Rock Garden:  Kathy Swick 
 
Technology Upgrader: Charles Utermohle 
 
Sunshine Committee:  Dorte Mobley 

If you are not already a member, 
considering joining the North 
American Rock Garden Society  
(NARGS). You can enjoy the Rock 
Garden Quarterly, featured  plants and 
books of the month, photo galleries, 
blogs of interest to rock gardeners,  
and information about upcoming 
events.  Go to www.args.org/join and 
give yourself the gift of national 
membership. 

Enjoy Our Facebook Page ? 

Enjoyed a Workshop or Field Trip? 

Then Become an ARGS Member! 
We have about six meetings per year, plus plant 
sales, field trips and workshops. Our meetings are 
generally on the third Saturday of the month, Fall, 
Winter, and Spring, and may be via ZOOM or a 
Hybrid format with an in person at the Elk’s Club in 
Eagle River and ZOOM. To join, please send your 
name, address, phone number, e-mail address and a 
check payable to ARGS at 12001 Audubon Dr., 
Anchorage, AK 97516 or join on the web at https://
www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html 
 
Individual Membership $15.00 
Family Membership  $20.00 
Canada Membership: $20.00 US 
Overseas Membership $25.00 US   
 
Membership is for the calendar year and includes all 
issues of the newsletter and Crevice Bulletins for that 
year.  The ARGS Newsletter is published 4-6 times 
per year and our bulletin, CREVICE is published to 
announce special news or events.  We invite your 
suggestions and contributions to the newsletter. 
Please contact  Bonnie Friedman,  email 
Bonnief@gci.net 
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WWW.AKROCKGARDENSOCIETY.ORG 

Webmasters:  Open 
ARGS is on FACEBOOK at: 

https://www.facebook.com/alaskarockgardensociety/ 
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Seeking your input: If there are 
any program topics or activities 
you would like to see in the next 
year, please contact Kathy 
Swick, our program coordina-
tor. 

http://www.args.org/join
https://www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html
https://www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html
mailto:Bonnief@gci.net
http://WWW.AKROCKGARDENSOCIETY.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/alaskarockgardensociety/

