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Coming Events: 
 
September 21, 1:00PM ARGS 
Annual Plant Swap and Seed 
Exchange 
 
October 3, 6:30PM NARGS 
Traveling Speaker on ZOOM 
 
October 19, !:))PM Membership 
Meeting, ZOOM and IN Person 
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From the President:  
 
I'm basking in relief having finished 
my 36th Alaska State Fair, and a bit 
panicked because Fall arrived early 
and it feels as if Winter is coming 
like a freight train. While I am fran-
tically working at putting my nurse-
ry to bed for the season, I am excited 
we are starting up our Alaska Rock 
Garden Society regular meetings. 
Our September in person Plant and 
Seed Exchange meeting is one of my 
favorites.  See the article later in the 
newsletter for details. We have a fun 
set of programs on tap for the rest of 
2024, and some very exciting guest 
speakers for 2025. I look forward to 
swapping stories, plants and seeds 
with you in a couple weeks.  
 
Happy Gardening! 
 
Jaime Rodriguez 
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How the Swap Works: 
 
The plant swap portion is essentially a "bring one/take one" situation. We ask you to limit yourself to 
bringing four plants to swap. It is OK to bring a SMALL number of extra giveaway plants, so that even 
people who have no plants to bring can go home with something, but keep it reasonable or you will 
have to take your unclaimed plants back home. The plant swap depends on the numbered sign-in sheet. 
We draw numbers out of a basket to see who goes first. After each person selects a plant to take, they 
draw the next number until everyone present has gone. We do four rounds of this until the plants are 
chosen, or people are done selecting.  Do not feel bad if you have few or no plants to swap. There are 
usually too many extras, so everyone who wants plants will go home with something.  
 
The seed exchange is easier. Bring your own container of labeled seeds you have collected. While the 
plant swap is occurring, we can browse through each other's seed collections, and grab a pinch of 
things we want to try. This part of the event is more casual. We ask everyone to be generous and con-
siderate. When specific seed is in short supply, make sure other's have a chance.  
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Bio Esther Benedict, Continued next page... 



ARGS Newsletter      Volume 28  Issue  5     September    2024 

      

4 



ARGS Newsletter      Volume 28  Issue  5September    2024 5 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

Welcome New or Renew-
ing Members: 
 
Carolyn Brown 
 
 
 
Membership for the Alaska Rock Gar-
den Society is for the calendar year. Re-
newal information can be obtained on 
the ARGS website at:   
 
https://www.akrockgardensociety.org/
membership.html  
 
Annual memberships are just $15 for 
individuals and $20 for families.  ARGS 
strongly encourages use of on-line re-
newals by eliminating surcharges for 
using your credit card.  
 

 

Plant Profile by Florene Carney 

mailto:bonnief@gci.net?subject=ARG%20dues
mailto:bonnief@gci.net?subject=ARG%20dues


ARGS Calendar of Activities and Meeting Dates for 2024 
 

*Society meetings are the third Saturday of the month. Dates for events and field trips are 
approximate and additional information will be sent to members. 

 
Saturday, January 20— General Membership Meeting, Jay Akerley, Rock Garden Microclimates  

— Sea to Sky 
 
Saturday, February 17—General Membership Meeting, Marilyn Barker, Plants of the Bering 

Glacier region 
 
Saturday, March 16 – General Membership Meeting, Jaime Rodriguez, Report on 2023 Seed Col-

lecting Expedition to Mt. Healy, and Rob Staniland, Light Weight Trough Planters  
 
Saturday, April 20 –General Membership Meeting, Panel Discussion “Coping With Challenges in 

the Rock Garden” - Presented by ARGS Board Members 
 
Saturday,  May 11   - Clean-up at ABG Rock Garden in Anchorage 
        May  2          - Clean-up at Palmer Visitor Center Rock Garden 
        May 11    - ARGS Plant Sale at Alaska Botanical Garden 
        May 25    - ARGS Valley Plant Sale at Snowfire Gardens 
 
 
July     Field Trip:  April Bowl, Hatcher Pass Bog Plants 
 
Saturday, September 21  -  General Membership Meeting, In Person   -  Plant Exchange and So-

cial, Elks Hall,  Eagle River  
 
Thursday, October 3— Bonus Zoom Meeting with NARGS Traveling Speaker, Esther Benedict, 

6:30 PM 
 
Saturday October 19  -  General Membership Meeting, In Person and Zoom,  Todd Bradley, Con-

structing my Crevice Garden 
 
Saturday November 16  -  General Membership Meeting      
 
No General Membership Meetings are held  in December 
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The North American Rock Garden Soci-
ety, or NARGS, connects rock garden  
enthusiasts in many ways, from publi-
cations to exclusive events, local and 
national meetings and workshops. Lec-
tures include leading botanical special-
ists and their annual seed exchange is 
world renown.    
 
NARGS tours offer extraordinary oppor-
tunities for botanizing trips lead by ex-
pert guides to hard to access botanical 
hotspots.  
 
The blurb below was prepared and sent 
by Panayoti Kelaidi, NARGS Past Presi-
dent, with a request to distribute in 
chapter newsletters.   
 
Well, it is still raining today and our 
days are getting much shorter, so it 
can’t hurt to daydream, can it?  
 
  
 How about an early Christmas present? 
  
It may still be toasty summer, but spring 
can come sooner than you think! Early 
December in Patagonia is peak season for 
flowers like Rosulate Violas, Patagonian 
Petunias and the brilliant red Chilean Fire 
Tree (Embothrium coccineum), not to 
mention Scarlet Gorse. Join Panayoti Ke-
laidis (Senior Curator of Denver Botanic 
Gardens) and Marcela Ferreyra (leading 
botanist of Patagonia and author of a shelf 
full of books about this region) on a trip 
early in December. Do check out the trip 
description in the link provided—and join 
us on a trip of a lifetime! 
  
 

 

The website for Botanical Wonders of Argen-
tine Patagonia: https://
www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/trips-
travel 

https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/trips-travel
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/trips-travel
https://www.botanicgardens.org/our-impact/trips-travel


Positions of 

Responsibility 

President: Jaime Rodriguez 
 
Vice-President:  Vacant 
 
Secretary : Dorte Mobley 
 
Treasurer:  Madge Oswald 
 
Past President:  Florene Carney 
 
Membership:  Charles Utermohle 
 
Programs:  Kathy Swick 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Bonnie Friedman 
 
Palmer Visitors Center Garden:  Jaime 
Rodriguez 
 
Librarian/ABG  Rock Garden:  Kathy Swick 
 
Technology Upgrader: Charles Utermohle 
 
Sunshine Committee:  Dorte Mobley 

If you are not already a member, 
considering joining the North 
American Rock Garden Society  
(NARGS). You can enjoy the Rock 
Garden Quarterly, featured  plants and 
books of the month, photo galleries, 
blogs of interest to rock gardeners,  
and information about upcoming 
events.  Go to www.args.org/join and 
give yourself the gift of national 
membership. 

Enjoy Our Facebook Page ? 

Enjoyed a Workshop or Field Trip? 

Then Become an ARGS Member! 
We have about six meetings per year, plus plant 
sales, field trips and workshops. Our meetings are 
generally on the third Saturday of the month, Fall, 
Winter, and Spring, and may be via ZOOM or a 
Hybrid format with an in person at the Elk’s Club in 
Eagle River and ZOOM. To join, please send your 
name, address, phone number, e-mail address and a 
check payable to ARGS at 12001 Audubon Dr., 
Anchorage, AK 97516 or join on the web at https://
www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html 
 
Individual Membership $15.00 
Family Membership  $20.00 
Canada Membership: $20.00 US 
Overseas Membership $25.00 US   
 
Membership is for the calendar year and includes all 
issues of the newsletter and Crevice Bulletins for that 
year.  The ARGS Newsletter is published 4-6 times 
per year and our bulletin, CREVICE is published to 
announce special news or events.  We invite your 
suggestions and contributions to the newsletter. 
Please contact  Bonnie Friedman,  email 
Bonnief@gci.net 
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WWW.AKROCKGARDENSOCIETY.ORG 

Webmasters:  Open 
ARGS is on FACEBOOK at: 

https://www.facebook.com/alaskarockgardensociety/ 
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Seeking your input: If there are 
any program topics or activities 
you would like to see in the next 
year, please contact Kathy 
Swick, our program coordina-
tor. 

http://www.args.org/join
https://www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html
https://www.akrockgardensociety.org/membership.html
mailto:Bonnief@gci.net
http://WWW.AKROCKGARDENSOCIETY.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/alaskarockgardensociety/

